Rain Parrel Maintenance

Your Rain Barre] will require minimal maintenance

to keep it worlcing egicientlgz

o (Checkthe connections, Fit’cings and screen to
make sure thcg are working Proper]g, free of
debris, and Fitting snug]g.

o Emptg your rain barrel Frequent]g.

) Clcan 3ourgutters, c]ownsPout and screen
regularly to reduce debris.

. IFyou have a downspout diverter, close it when
the barrel is full.

e Winter Maintenance: Your Rain Barre] and all
connecting hoses must be drained &uring Freezing
weather to avoid damagc. [t is recommended to
drain the barrel, turn it over to get rid of any
remaining water and store the barrel with hoses

na Protccted area.

FE0A

StorIIaltr Citg of (Cookeville
5tormwater Management
MATTERS!

City of Cookeville




Rain Parrel Benefits

Re&uce Stormwater Runog
Water (Conservation

Water Reuse

Protection of our Natural Resources

Clean, Fure Water you can use for many purposes

TiPs for Your Rain Barrel

T o |ncrease How; you can clevate your barrel bg
using concrete blocks or building a small stand.
Make sure that your Kain

Barrel is level, so as to avoid a tiPPing hazard.
Keep the screen on and secure at all times
Do Not use the collected water for clrinking,
coo‘(ing or bathing.
Make sure all overflow hoses are directed away
from your home’s foundation.
Pe sure to check your Rain Barre] cluring
Frequent and heavg rains to avoid overﬂowing
water from backing up into your home’s foundation.
llcgour roof has been treated to kccp moss from
growing on it do not use the water on P]ants.
When watering vegetablc crops water the root

zone—not the vegetables themselves.

How do l kccP mosquitocs out?

While the screen on top prevents adult mosquitoes
from getting into your K ain Barrel, larvae can be
washed in from yourgutters. You can help Prevent
Brccding bg emptging the barrel regu]arlg, or aclcling
“mosquito dunks” into the water. Mosquito Dunks
are a bacterial larvicide, a non-toxic bacterium that kills
mosquito larvae. |tis safe for your Plants, and it can’t
harm Pcts or People. You can find the Product at
most gardcn SUPPlﬂ stores.

[How do | |nstall a Kain Barrcl?
The Rain Barrel should be Placed so that it collects

as much rain as Possiblc from your roof. ]Fyou have
&ownspouts you can shorten a downspout to end
above the barre], and reattach the end elbowjoint to
direct the flow. You can also choose to attach a
c}ownspout diverter which allows you to cither direct
water into your rain barrel or to your normal drain
systcm. llcgou do not have gutters, the rain barrel can
be P]accd under a corner where two roof sections
create a va”eg, Fosition the rain barrel caremcuug SO
that it catches the water from a light rain as well as a

more ]COFCC‘FUI ]qOW during a ClOWﬂPOUF.



