Rain Parrel Maintenance

Your Rain Barre] will require minimal maintenance to

keep it working emCFicicntlg:

. Chcck the connections, Fittings and screen to
make sure thcg are worlcing Properly, free of de-
bris, and Fitting snugly

. Empty your rain barrel Frequentlg

) Clean 3ourgutters, downsPout and screen regu-
larlg to reduce debris

) l]cgou have a &ownsPout divertcr, close it when the

barrel is full

o Winter Maintenance: Your Rain Barre] and all
connecting hoses must be drained c]uring Freezing
weather to avoid damage‘ ]t is recommended to
drain the barrel, turn it over to get rid or any re-
maining water and store the barrel with hoses in a

Protectecl area
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[How to Make a Rain Barrel
Materia]s Needed:

Stcp~bg~stcp |nstructions

55 gallon barrel

i/2” [Hose Bib spigot

Silicone Caulk

[Hose adapter 3,/4” mh x 1,727 mip

Mesh screen about 37 x 3’ square

Tools Necded:

Dri” with a 3 /47 sPade tgpe drill bit
[Hack saw with metal cutting blade
Jigsaw w/ blade

Over—flow Ha\f—mgom
cutout in
— top
Spigot hoe\
Top View

Front View

I.

Dri” Pilot holes in the top of the barrel to give you
a starting Place for using thejig saw to cut the
barrel toP.

Cut half moon shapec{ section from toP of the
barrel with ajig saw starting in the Pi]ot hole.

. Drill a 3/47 hole on side of barrel, about4”

below top for overflow valve (hose adaptcr}.
T wistin hose adaPter, into the drilled hole, until
flush with barrel.

. Drilla 3747 hole below the overflow for the spigot

about 6” above the bottom of the barrel.

6. | wistin spigot, until flush with barrel.

7. Seal both Fittings with silicone caulk.

9.

Cut a Piece of mesh screen to cover the toP of the
barrel and overlaP down the side of the barrel so
that you canwrap a bungee cord around it to
secure the screen.

Flace rain barrel under c{ownspout.

i O,Take a hacksaw and cut gutter 127 above the toP

of the rain barrel.

P .At’cach an adapter—either a elbow shaped metal

gutter Piecc or P]astic articulated Piece to direct

water into the barrel.



