
COOKEVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 

JUNE 16, 2005 
6:00 P.M. 

 
 
 

The Council of the City of Cookeville met in regular session on Thursday, June 
16, 2005, at 6:00 p.m., in the Municipal Building, 45 East Broad Street.  Invocation was 
given by Mayor Womack.  Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Womack.  Mayor 
Womack then called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call the roll.  Present and 
answering roll call were: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 

 Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 Also present:  Jim Shipley, City Manager;  Cathy McClain, City Clerk and Mike 
O’Mara, City Attorney. 
 
  
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF 
AGENDA AS PRESENTED 
 
 
 Councilman Sallee made a motion, seconded by Vice-Mayor Qualls, to amend the 
agenda by removing item 2 – recognize Volunteer of the Month & item 14b – consider 
awarding bid for wood flooring at Recreation Building – Leisure Services Dept.  Upon 
call for a vote, the following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 

 Councilman Ricky Shelton 
     
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
PRESENTATION OF 
TREE LINE USA 
AWARD 
 
 Mr. Tony Peek, Electric Department Director, announced that his department was 
presented the National Tree Line USA Award for the last three (3) years. 
 
 Mr. Tom Simpson presented to the City the Tree City USA National award from 
the Arbor Day Foundation (won for the last sixteen (16) years).  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON  
JUNE 2, 2005 
 

Councilman Sallee made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes and 
approve said minutes as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Davis.  
Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 

 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee    

  Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 
 
HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING 
AND CONSIDER ON FIRST 
READING ORDINANCE 
#O05-06-10, PROVIDING 
A TAX LEVY FOR THE  
2005-2006 FISCAL YEAR 
 
 
 Mike Davidson, Finance Director, gave an overview of Ordinance #O05-06-10 
(lean budget). 
 
 Vice-Mayor Qualls made a motion, seconded by Councilman Davis, to approve 
on first reading Ordinance #O05-06-10.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING 
AND CONSIDER ON FIRST 
READING ORDINANCE  
#O05-06-11, AUTHORIZING  
APPROPRIATIONS FOR  
FINANCIAL AID TO PUBLIC 
SERVICE, NON-PROFIT, AND  
CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS 
FOR THE 2005-2006 FISCAL 
YEAR 
 
 
 Mike Davidson, Finance Director, gave an overview of Ordinance #O05-06-11 
(same for lean or less lean budget). 
 
 Councilman Sallee made a motion, seconded by Vice-Mayor Qualls, to withdraw 
item #8 – Ordinance #O05-06-14, non-profits & etc. (same as Ord. #O05-06-11). 
 
 Vice-Mayor Qualls made a motion, seconded by Councilman Shelton, to approve 
on first reading Ordinance #O05-06-11.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
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HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING 
AND CONSIDER ON FIRST 
READING ORDINANCE 
#O05-06-12, MAKING 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
THE VARIOUS FUNDS,  
DEPARTMENTS, AND 
AGENCIES OF THE CITY 
OF COOKEVILLE, TN 
FOR THE 2005-2006 
FISCAL YEAR 
 
 
 Mike Davidson, Finance Director, gave an overview of Ordinance #O05-06-12 
(lean budget). 
 
 Vice-Mayor Qualls made a motion, seconded by Councilman Davis, to approve 
on first reading Ordinance #O05-06-12. 
 
 Vice-Mayor Qualls & Councilman Davis withdrew their motions. 
 
 Councilman Shelton made a motion, seconded by Councilman Sallee, to approve 
on first reading Ordinance #O05-06-12, omitting the $185,000 revenue from residential 
sanitation fees.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING 
AND CONSIDER ON FIRST  
READING ORDINANCE 
#O05-06-13, PROVIDING 
A TAX LEVY FOR THE 
2005-2006 FISCAL 
YEAR 
 
 
 Mike Davidson, Finance Director, gave an overview of Ordinance #O05-06-13 
(less lean budget). 
 
 Councilman Sallee made a motion, seconded by Vice-Mayor Qualls, to approve 
on first reading Ordinance #O05-06-13, contingent upon sale of Neal Street Property.  
Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye:  
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried.  
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 Councilman Shelton stated that the air conditioning unit needs to be replaced at 
the Police Department Substation on South Jefferson & the council concurred. 
 
 
HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING 
AND CONSIDER ON FIRST 
READING ORDINANCE 
#O05-06-15, MAKING  
APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
THE VARIOUS FUNDS, 
DEPARTMENTS, AND 
AGENCIES OF THE 
CITY OF COOKEVILLE, 
TN FOR THE 2005-2006 
FISCAL YEAR       
 
 
 Mike Davidson, Finance Director, gave an overview of Ordinance #O05-06-15 
(less lean budget). 
 
 Councilman Sallee made a motion, seconded by Councilman Shelton, to approve 
on first reading Ordinance #O05-06-15, omitting the $185,000 revenue from residential 
sanitation fees & contingent upon sale of Neal Street Property.  Upon call for a vote, the 
following voted aye:  
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF 
LEASE AGREEMENT 
WITH ELOQUI WIRELESS 
FOR TOWER ON PILOT 
KNOB 
 
 
 Mr. Jim Shipley, City Manager, stated that we do not have the final draft of the 
lease agreement from Eloqui Wireless.  He recommended postponing until next council 
meeting. 
 
 Mr. Cunningham, tower builder for Eloqui Wireless, spoke to the council and 
agreed that we need to postpone the lease agreement approval. 
 
 Councilman Shelton requested that Eloqui Wireless build a flagpole tower. 
 
 
CONSIDER APPOINTMENT 
OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 
FOR A TWO (2) YEAR 
TERM 
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 Vice-Mayor Qualls made a motion, seconded by Councilman Davis, to reappoint 
Mr. T. Michael O’Mara, as City Attorney, for another  two (2) year term.  Upon call for a 
vote, the following voted aye: 

     
 Mayor Charles Womack 

      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 

 
CONSIDER APPOINTMENT 
OF THE CITY JUDGE 
FOR A TWO (2) YEAR 
TERM 
 
 
 Vice-Mayor Qualls made a motion, seconded by Councilman Shelton, to 
reappoint Mr. David W. Ledbetter, as City Judge, and Mrs. Joy Buck Gothard, as 
Substitute Judge, due to illness, recusal, or other absence of the appointed city judge, for 
two (2) year terms.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 

     
 Mayor Charles Womack 

      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF 
SALE OF PROPERTY ON 
WEST JACKSON & MILL 
DRIVE 
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 Vice-Mayor Qualls made a motion, seconded by Councilman Shelton, to approve 
the sale of property on West Jackson & Mill Drive to the highest bidder as submitted.  
Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye:  
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
CONSIDER AWARDING BID FOR 
CHEMICALS – WATER QUALITY 
CONTROL DEPT. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Vice-Mayor Qualls made a motion, seconded by Councilman Shelton, to approve 

the chemical bid as recommended.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye:  
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
CONSIDER AWARDING BID FOR 
ANNUAL MATERIALS – PUBLIC 
WORKS DEPARTMENT 
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 Councilman Davis made a motion, seconded by Vice-Mayor Qualls, to approve 
the annual materials bid as recommended.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye:  
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
HEARING OF CITIZENS AND/OR DELEGATIONS: 
 
  
 Mr. Tim Taylor, of the Upper Cumberland Chapter of the Tennessee Police 
Benevolent Association, requested the Cookeville Police Department to offer a more 
competitive salary & benefits package.  He discussed clarifying an article pertaining to 
this in the Herald-Citizen newspaper.   
 
 Mr. Jim Shipley, City Manager, advised him to contact his office with any future 
concerns/questions pertaining to this matter. 
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 There being no further business to discuss, Councilman Davis made a motion, 
seconded by Vice-Mayor Qualls, to adjourn the meeting at 7:03 p.m.  Upon call for a 
vote, the following voted aye:  
       
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
 
       
 
      ____________________________ 
      Charles Womack, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Cathy McClain, City Clerk 
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