
COOKEVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 2, 2004 

6:00 P.M. 
 
 
 

 The Council of the City of Cookeville met in regular session on Thursday, 
September 2, 2004, at 6:00 p.m., in the Municipal Building, 45 East Broad Street.  
Invocation was given by Mayor Womack.  Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor 
Womack.  Mayor Womack then called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call 
the roll.  Present and answering roll call were: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 

 Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 
 Also present:  Jim Shipley, City Manager;  Cathy McClain, City Clerk and Mike 
O’Mara, City Attorney. 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF 
AGENDA AS PRESENTED 
 
 
 Vice-Mayor Qualls made a motion, seconded by Councilman Davis, to amend the 
agenda by adding item as #13 – consider establishing a moratorium for 120 days on the 
issuance of permits for all off-premise signs.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted 
aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 

 Councilman Ricky Shelton 
     
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON  
AUGUST 19, 2004 
 
 

Councilman Sallee made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes and 
approve said minutes as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Davis.  
Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 

 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee    

  Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
CONSIDER ON SECOND AND FINAL 
READING ORDINANCE #O04-08-15, 
AMENDING TITLE 7, CHAPTER 3, 
SECTIONS 7-301 & 7-302 OF THE 
COOKEVILLE MUNICIPAL CODE 
- FIRE DEPARTMENT 
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 Vice-Mayor Qualls made a motion, seconded by Councilman Sallee, to approve 
on second and final reading Ordinance #O04-08-15.  Upon call for a vote, the following 
voted aye: 

 
     Mayor Charles Womack 

      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 

   Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING AND 
CONSIDER ON FIRST READING 
ORDINANCE #O04-08-12,  
REZONING THE PROPERTY 
AT 130 POPLAR AVENUE FROM 
RS15 (SINGLE-FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL) TO CL (LOCAL 
COMMERCIAL) 
 
 

Councilman Shelton made a motion, seconded by Councilman Sallee, to approve 
on first reading Ordinance #O04-08-12.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 

 
     Mayor Charles Womack 

      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 

   Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING AND 
CONSIDER ON FIRST READING 
ORDINANCE #O04-08-13,  
ESTABLISHING A HISTORIC  
DISTRICT OVERLAY ZONE FOR 
PROPERTIES ON WEST BROAD  
STREET FROM CEDAR TO OAK  
AVENUES & INCLUDING THE  
DEPOT 
 
 

Councilman Shelton made a motion, seconded by Councilman Davis, to approve 
on first reading Ordinance #O04-08-13.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 

 
     Mayor Charles Womack 

      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
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CONSIDER RESOLUTION #R04-09-12, 
PERTAINING TO DIABETES 
AWARENESS AND PREVENTION 
 
 
 Mrs. Beverly Madwell, of TN Dept. of Health, thanked the council for the support 
of this resolution. 
 

Mayor Womack made a motion, seconded by Councilman Sallee, to adopt 
Resolution #R04-09-12.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 

     
 Mayor Charles Womack 

      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
SET A DATE FOR A PUBLIC 
HEARING ON ORDINANCE 
#O04-09-16, REZONING THE 
PROPERTY AT 1240 EAST 
TENTH STREET (TAX MAP 
#41, PARCEL 49.00) FROM  
RS-15 (SINGLE-FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL) TO RS-5 
(SINGLE-FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL) 
 
 
 Mayor Womack set the date for October 7, 2004, at 6:00 p.m.
 
 
ANNOUNCE APPOINTMENT OF 
MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE 
TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION,  
DUE TO RESIGNATION 
 
 
 Mayor Womack announced the appointment of Ms. Judy Jennings to the Planning 
Commission, due to the resignation of Mrs. Jenny Maffett. 
 
 
CONSIDER AUTHORIZING 
THE CITY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE A LEASE 
AGREEMENT WITH THE 
PUBLIC BUILDING 
AUTHORITY OF THE 
TOWN CENTRE 
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 Jim Shipley, City Manager, stated that the Chamber of Commerce traded 35% 
equity of the old building (302 S. Jefferson Avenue) for the new building at One West 1st 
Street. 
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 Mayor Womack said that he would like for the Chamber of Commerce to become 
an independent entity paying for their participation in this building. 
 
 Vice-Mayor Qualls made a motion, seconded by Councilman Shelton, to approve 
the lease agreement with the Public Building Authority as submitted.  Upon call for a 
vote, the following voted aye: 
 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
   ABSTAINED:  Mayor Charles Womack 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF 
PROPOSAL FROM PUTNAM 
DEVELOPMENT, LLC TO 
CONSTRUCT INDUSTRIAL 
BUILDINGS FOR  
SPECULATION IN THE 
LEMON-FARRIS 
INDUSTRIAL PARK 
 
 
 Jim Shipley, City Manager, advised the council that Putnam Development, LLC 
contacted him with interest to build spec buildings (purchasing land at $16,000 per acre) 
at the Lemon-Farris Industrial Park.  After their request, Mr. Shipley ran a notice asking 
for proposals & received none.  He advised that prior to each construction an agreement 
would be brought before the council for approval. 
 
 Vice-Mayor Qualls made a motion, seconded by Councilman Shelton, to approve 
the City Attorney to write an agreement between the City & Putnam Development, LLC 
& bring before the council for approval.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF 
EMERGENCY PUMP REPAIR 
AT WATER PLANT 
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 Councilman Sallee made a motion, seconded by Councilman Davis, to approve 
the emergency pump repair as submitted.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
CONSIDER AWARDING BID FOR 
BUCKET MOUNTED ASPHALT 
MILLING/TRENCHING  
MACHINE – PUBLIC WORKS 
DEPARTMENT 
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 Councilman Sallee made a motion, seconded by Councilman Davis, to award the 
bucket mounted asphalt milling/trenching machine bid as recommended.  Upon call for a 
vote, the following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
CONSIDER ESTABLISHING A 
MORATORIUM  FOR 120 DAYS 
ON THE ISSUANCE OF  
PERMITS FOR ALL OFF- 
PREMISE SIGNS 
 
 
 Jim Shipley, City Manager, advised the council that a recent amendment to State 
Law TCA #13-7-208, pertaining to non-conforming structures (billboards & etc.) can be 
torn down & rebuilt.  He stated that this amendment is not clear & recommends a 
moratorium for 120 days to allow further study. 
 
 Councilman Sallee made a motion, seconded by Mayor Womack, to set a 
moratorium for 120 days on the issuance of permits for all off-premise signs. 
 
 Vice-Mayor Qualls & Councilman Shelton stated that they felt it to be unfair 
business practice to put a moratorium on this. 
 
 Councilman Davis requested having a worksession to discuss the amendment to 
TCA #13-7-208. 
 
 Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
 
    NAY:  Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
CONSIDER IMPROVEMENTS 
TO SOUTH ELM STREET 
 
 
 Councilman Sallee stated that he would like to move forward on the South Elm 
Street request.  He said he felt the extension of South Elm Street is unimproved & not a 
safe road. 
 
 Councilman Sallee made a motion, seconded by Councilman Davis, to gravel the 
extension/cul-de-sac of South Elm Street & asphalt later when new homes are built. 
 
 Residents of the South Elm Street area spoke to the council. 
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 Mr. Greg Brown, Public Works Director, advised that he did determine the 
location of the right-of-way on South Elm Street. 
 
 Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
HEARING OF CITIZENS AND/OR DELEGATIONS: 
 
 
 Ms. Megan Davis, CityScape Director, presented a Fall Fun Fest poster 
(September 10th & 11th 2004) & thanked the City Council & City Employees for their 
support. 
 
 Mayor Womack announced that country singer “Vince Gill” would hold a benefit 
concert at TTU on November 4, 2004 for the TTU School of Nursing.  
 
 Councilman Shelton announced that Governor Bredesen’s Task Force on meth 
met yesterday & released a report recommending statewide limitations on selling 
methamphetamines (Oklahoma model used). 
  
 There being no further business to discuss, Councilman Sallee made a motion, 
seconded by Vice-Mayor Qualls, to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 p.m.  Upon call for a 
vote, the following voted aye: 
  
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
 
       
      ____________________________ 
      Charles Womack, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Cathy McClain, City Clerk 
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