
COOKEVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 
NOVEMBER 6, 2003 

6:00 P.M. 
 
 
 

 The Council of the City of Cookeville met in regular session on Thursday, 
November 6, 2003, at 6:00 p.m., in the Municipal Building, 45 East Broad Street.  
Invocation was given by Mayor Womack.  Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor 
Womack.  Mayor Womack then called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call 
the roll.  Present and answering roll call were: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 Also present:  Jim Shipley, City Manager;  Cathy McClain, City Clerk;  and Mike 
O’Mara, City Attorney. 
 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF 
AGENDA AS PRESENTED 
 
 
 Councilman Davis made a motion, seconded by Councilman Shelton, to amend 
the agenda by removing item #3 – hold a public hearing and consider on first reading 
Ordinance #O03-10-19, amending Title 7 of the Cookeville Municipal Code, pertaining 
to Fire Protection/Fireworks and place this item for discussion of fireworks.  Upon call 
for a vote, the following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
     
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
OCTOBER 16, 2003 
 
 

Councilman Shelton made a motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes 
and approve said minutes as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor 
Qualls.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
 
DISCUSSION OF FIREWORKS 
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Mr. James Mills, City Planner, submitted a survey & advised the Council that 
after careful consideration the Planning Commission voted unanimously to ban the sale 
of fireworks inside the City of Cookeville. 

 
 

 
 
Mr. Jim Stafne & Dr. Angelo Volpe, of the Planning Commission, advised that 

their decision was made due to safety issues. 
 
Mr. Aron Blankinship, owner of Old South Fireworks, Inc. of Mt. Juliet, TN, 

requested the Council not ban the sale of fireworks inside the City.  He recommended 
revising the ordinance such as:  increasing permit fee, banning certain fireworks such as 
bottle rockets, requiring safety sheet & etc.   

 
After a lengthy discussion, the Council directed Mr. James Mills to further study 

this item & report back to the Council. 
 
 
HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING AND 
CONSIDER ON FIRST READING  
ORDINANCE #O03-10-20,  
AMENDING SECTIONS 204-206,  
208, 218, 219, 221-224, 227, 228, 
233-235 OF THE COOKEVILLE 
ZONING CODE 
 
 Mr. James Mills, City Planner, requested approval of Ordinance #O03-10-20 after 
removing Section 7 & Section 29 – pertaining to Fireworks. 
 

Councilman Sallee made a motion, seconded by Councilman Davis, to approve on 
first reading Ordinance #O03-10-20 as revised.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted 
aye: 

 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
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HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING AND 
CONSIDER ON FIRST READING 
ORDINANCE #O03-10-21,  
REZONING OF PROPERTIES  
OFF SOUTH WASHINGTON, 
SOUTH JEFFERSON, SOUTH 
MADISON AVENUES, AND 
REAGAN STREET (TAX MAP 
#’S 53F-G-1.00-6.00 & 53K-A- 
6.00-10.00, 12.00-15.00, 19.00, 
20.00 & 20.01) FROM CL 
(LOCAL COMMERCIAL) TO 
CBD (CENTRAL BUSINESS 
DISTRICT) 
 
 
 Councilman Sallee made a motion, seconded by Councilman Shelton, to approve 
on first reading Ordinance #O03-10-21.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 
 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 
ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT ON 
THE PLAN OF SERVICES FOR THE 
MATHENEY-CORA ROAD 
ANNEXATION AREA 
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RECEIVE A RECOMMENDATION 
FROM THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION CONCERNING 
FUNDING A STUDY OF THE 
SINKHOLES INSIDE THE 
CITY LIMITS 
 
 
 Mr. James Mills, City Planner, advised the Council that the Planning Commission 
is recommending the Council do a sinkhole study, but the topographic data of the City & 
Planning Region needs to be updated first (last done 1990).  Mr. Mills advised that 
updating the topographic data is very expensive.  Mr. Mills & other city directors met 
with TTU Professors discussing the sinkhole/floodplain study. 
 
 Councilman Sallee agreed with this request & explained how vital the 
topographic data/sinkhole study is to the City of Cookeville.  
 
 
SET A DATE FOR A PUBLIC 
HEARING ON ORDINANCE 
#O03-11-22, CLOSURE AND 
ABANDONMENT OF  
APPROXIMATELY 100 
FT. OF THE ALLEY 
NORTH OF WEST 4TH 
STREET BETWEEN  
NORTH WILLOW &  
NORTH WHITNEY  
AVENUES 
 
 
 Mayor Womack set the date for December 4, 2003, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
SET A DATE FOR A PUBLIC 
HEARING ON ORDINANCE 
#O03-11-23, REZONING 
PROPERTY ON BILL SMITH 
ROAD (TAX MAP #65, 
PARCEL 46) FROM RS10 
(SINGLE-FAMILY  
RESIDENTAL) TO RS5 
(SINGLE-FAMILY 
RESIDENTAL) 
 
 
 Mayor Womack set the date for December 4, 2003, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
HOLD FINAL PUBLIC 
HEARING FOR 2001 
COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT 
 
 
 Ms. Cathy Andrews, Grants Writer/Administrator, explained that this was a 
$300,105.00 federal grant received for cleanup of 7,000 linear feet of sewer lines, 
manhole repairs & etc. on 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th Streets, Pine, Spruce & Franklin Avenues 
administered through the State of TN Department of Economic & Community 
Development.  She advised that the cost for the WQC Department was $70,395.00.   
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CONSIDER APPROVAL OF 
AN ELECTRICAL ENERGY 
SERVICES CONTRACT 
 
 
 Mr. Tony Peek, Electric Department Director, advised the Council that Mr. Earl 
E. Boruff will be retiring from TVA & pursuing his own independent business.  Mr. Peek 
recommended the Council contract him to continue inspections for the following fees per 
each account:  heat pump $150.00, new home $150.00, $50.00 multi-family unit & 
$50.00 per hr. for high electric bill complaints (fees paid out of rate structure). 
 
 Councilman Davis made a motion, seconded by Vice-Mayor Qualls, to approve 
the Electrical Energy Services Contract as recommended.  Upon call for a vote, the 
following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
  
 
CONSIDER AWARDING BIDS FOR 
STEEL POLES & LUMINAIRES 
 – ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT 
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Vice-Mayor Qualls made a motion, seconded by Councilman Sallee, to award the 
steel pole/luminaire bids as recommended.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
CONSIDER AWARDING BID FOR 
TRANSFORMERS – ELECTRIC 
DEPARTMENT 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 Councilman Shelton made a motion, seconded by Vice-Mayor Qualls, to award 
the transformer bid as recommended.  Upon call for a vote, the following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
CONSIDER AWARDING BID FOR 
WATER TREATMENT PLANT 
IMPROVEMENTS – WATER 
QUALITY CONTROL DEPT. 
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 Councilman Sallee made a motion, seconded by Councilman Davis, to award the 
Water Treatment Plant Improvement bid as recommended.  Upon call for a vote, the 
following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
HEARING OF CITIZENS AND/OR DELEGATIONS: 
 
 Vice-Mayor Qualls proudly announced that SunTrust Call Center is up to 370 
employees. 
    
 There being no further business to discuss, Councilman Davis made a motion, 
seconded by Councilman Sallee, to adjourn the meeting at 6:57 p.m.  Upon call for a 
vote, the following voted aye: 
 
      Mayor Charles Womack 
      Vice-Mayor Steve Qualls 
      Councilman Jean Davis 
      Councilman Sam Sallee 
      Councilman Ricky Shelton 
 
 The City Clerk announced that the motion carried. 
 
 
      
      _____________________________ 
      Charles Womack, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Cathy McClain, City Clerk 
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